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XDUCATION I NORTH XOREA

-

During the dayn of Japanese administratior, <h 3 number .of elsmentary sckools
was 1,7 per township, but today there are an average of .1 schools in each town-
ship throughout entire North Kores, ever in the remote farm villages and mountain
areas. Educational prrgress achieved in 1947 and 1948 unde. the leaderskip of
the People's Committee is i1llustrated below:

Percent of
School-Age
' Children
Yeoor Xc of Schools Kc of Pupils in School
ol 194k 1,372 877,894 58
19k6 2,k82 1,182,707 11
. 1987 3,008 1,341,018 89
1948 3,285 1,376,526 94.3

Plans for the year 1949 call for an expanaion of school facilitles to
accommodate 97 to 98 percent of the school-age chiléren and by 1950, the last
yoar of the people’s. tvo-year economic program, the ambitious educational
progrea will pe able to take ofre of-every child of school age.

* Now, vhat 1s the educational s.tuatica .n the southern haltf of the Republisy

According to the Seoul Shinmun, dated 14 June 1948, there were 68,271 school-ago
children in S8coul, but only 12,621 children vers acoommodated due to the lack of
school facilities. It is vondered by many as to what became of the 360 million
won the Government levied on the citizens of Ssoul 83 & school-expansion tax, ’
in additicn to the momthly tuition fess and apecial donatirns the Go vermaent
has solicited. :

With regard to secondary education, the re were about 0.5 high schools per
county in North Xores prior to tie 1iburation dut today, there are an average -
af 8.7 high schools in each county. Secondary education facilitles in NOrth
Xorea are as follovs:
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COMRDERTWAL 0 ]
Year . Mo of High Sch.is o No of Si.leniz "‘-’Jtudent Incresse (in $)

194k 50 1T
1946 217 ' Tl EL
o7 594 217,91k
948 772 27%,627

Plane are now under corsideration in Xorth Ror: . 1 make secondary education
8 part of the compulsory education system, ci:iinueu lrom tho elementary grades.

Whet is the secondary esducation situmtion in ire svutharn balf of the Re-
poblic touay? In 1946, there were 385 high schools, but in 1947 that number
was redused to 376, end in 1948 the number wae & little increased, bringing the
tota) number of nigh schools in South EKorea tu 428. )

In 1948, 174.0k2 boys and girls graduated from the elementary grades in
fouth Korea, of which only 54,840 or 31.5 percent were aduitted to nigh school,
according to the Eorean Economic Review, 1948. The following figures offer a
pioture of secondary education opportunities both in Pyongyang and Seoul:

~° Neme of Ne of No Percent
City Eigh Sohool Applicants Admitted Admitted

8soul Kyonggl Middle Schoo™ 1,382 200 1.4

" ~ Yoagean Middle Bchool 2,095 200 9.5

" Eyonggl Girls High School 650 200 30.7

Pyongyang Kwangeung Eigh 564 540 97.5
v Pyongyang High 394 394 100

. Somun Girls High 400 389 97.3

,fi‘ha data in this comparison le somewhet questionable, since there are more
high schools in both cities than appeared in this tubie./

In contrast with the decaying educational program of the South, the ‘educational
institutions in the North are thriving, as illustrated by the pr- ress made 1r 1948
over 1947, as shown below:

School City (in Farm Village (in

People's sochool {elementary) 137 108
Junior high 117 132
Sonior high 112 236

North Korea's sffort Jn education is not limited to elementary ~nd secondary
education alone. The need for especialiruod education on higher levels has been
recognized and an equal emphasis has been place? upon higher education. The
followving figures show the progreas made in the field of specialized education
during the past 3 years:

School No of Schoois No of Students

Industrial 18 6,682
Railroad : 87k .
Telecommunication ‘ kg9
Agricultural ’ 5,115
Mediocal i 1,857
Commeroce . 1,292
Arts : 376
Normal 10,415
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* There wes nct even one:-univeraity In Forth Koren.at.ihe. * lneg. o8 our
‘liberation, but toduy thers are the K- [1 Sung Untiers'+y and 11 other
colleges in North Korea, and also une Ruus sn-Yanguegs ollepe. as shown
Yolovs

Nams No of Colleges Ko _of Studente

Ela 11 8ung University
Ergineering College
Agrisultural College
Msdical College

Normal College

Toachers College
Russian-Language College

2,h16
2,082
809
1,bk14
610
1,400

220
€,561

E l!—'\il—‘ut—‘folﬂ

Total

It muat be pointed out that the majority of the univsraity and college
gtudents ars sons agd dsughtere of workers, and of these 1,195 are girl
students. ‘The mambers of the teaching atafi and the student body of thege
udiversitics ‘and volleges are all active members ol student democratic organi.-
‘zations of ome kind or apother. They work hand in hand In promoting political
-opinions among the people.
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